
SUPPLY LIST FOR PLEIN AIR PAINTING IN ACRYLICS 2021 
James Bay Community Centre 

Instructor: Shelly Burke 

Compulsory: sturdy French easel, Masterson’s Stay Wet palette 
(prepared according to the enclosed instructions, at home, before 
class), and small light portable (folding?) table.  

The Masterson’s palette is used to keep your paints moist.  These 
items will make your plein air painting experience enjoyable, 
especially if you are first learning!


Acrylics Brands:

Artist Series Colours: Soft or Heavy Body Golden or Liquitex.


Colours: 
Primary Lemon Yellow

Cadmium Yellow 

Yellow Ochre: optional

Cadmium Medium Red

Quinacridone Magenta

Ultramarine Blue (Red Shade)

Phthalo or Phthalocyanine Blue (Green Shade)

Sap Green

Titanium White

Black:  Ivory is warmer (browner) Mars is cooler (bluer) and more 
neutral.  Black is optional.


Painting Materials: 

Total of 3 Angle Synthetic brushes starting at 1/2 inch and larger:


Retarder:  Liquitex Slow Dri Blending Medium. (The best) 

However, I use only water outdoors, as when retarder is mixed into 
the colours and then stored in the Masterson’s Stay Wet palette,  the 
paints change their chemical makeup and become lumpy.  




The retarder only works when I’m in the studio and I have room to use 
2 Masterson Stay-wet Palettes, one for storing the colours.

The one palette is for mixing smaller amounts of colours taken from 
the first palette and then adding the retarder, which at the end of each 
painting session, is discarded.  


Painting Surfaces: 

12 x 16 and 16 x 20 inch canvas and larger.  

Always bring each canvas pre-gessoed, as even though it says pre-
gessoed on the label, it isn’t enough, so I always give another coat at 
home before coming to class.  The reason is that beginning mistakes 
are easily wiped off.


Miscellaneous Items: 

Painting apron, Stainless Steel Palette knife, old bath towels or small 
Canadian Tire Blue Automotive towels cut into 4 squares for cleaning 
off brushes or using on your painting.  



